






























































































































































345 NEW ZEALAND PLANTS AND GARDENS

not be allowed to lodge in the flower sheaths as it rots them. Orchids must be
housed again for the winter, when, atter all care has been given they will reward
with their blossoms. Mrs. Lees recommended Bruce Hogg's book, Orchids and
Their Culture.

APRIL

The programme on this occasion was provided by Mr. C. Banyard of Wha-
ngarei, who showed us some very well chosen slides of gardens in England,
Canada and New Zealand. These were a pleasant departure from the stereo-
typed selections so often seen, and gave more idea of layout and backgrounds,
together with form and colour in trees as well as in foliage and flowers. 'T'he
rich autumn colour of trees in Canada was particularly impressive, especially
against backgrounds of sombre green conifers. The large private garden
made in an old quarry might well lead to development of some of the old
quarries in or near our own town. Such an effort would call for a great
deal of skill and imagination—qualities not usually lacking in our gardeners.
It was pleasant, too, to see glasshouses in our own country where a diversity
of plants were grown. So, often the fortunate possessor of glass concen-
trates on special genera, overlooking the multitudes of tropical and sub-tropical
beauties which would find equally happy homes there.

We are grateful to Mr. Banyard for the opportunity of seeing such a variety
of garden features, such lovely gate-ways, lily ponds, azalea and rhododendron
walks, grand trees and spacious lawns. They stimulate our imaginations and
help us to improve our gardens.

The Display Table has become a very interesting and helpful part of our
programmes. It provides an opportunity for every member to bring along any
plant, fruit, flower or foliage which might be of interest to members. Rare
plants, are, of course, especially welcome, but any well-grown specimen adds
interest and pleasure. Exhibits which immediately drew the eye were outsize
blooms of Celosia cristata, the crested form of Cockscomb. 'These were from
the Laurie Hall Park. Mr. McLaren, the Superintendent, said that no special
effort had been made to produce these plants (all over a foot across) but a little
super and blood and bone had been put in the soil before planting. Three natives
of interest were shown: Leptospermum scoparium ‘Martinii’ a good pink to red
flower; the dainty native heath from the gumlands, Epacris pauciflora, and the
showy red-berried C'orokia cotoneaster ‘Erecta’. Mrs. McMillan brought a good
snn_nple of chrysanthemums of various types, and a lovely bowl of Cyclamen nea-
politanum added still further to the diversity. The lovely autumn tints of
Cornus florida vied with the richness of a bowl of roses from the garden of Mrs,
Hobson.  Mrs. Reynolds provided the commentary.

A DISTINGUISHED BOTANIST VISITS NORTHLAND.

During November last Northland was visited by a very distinguished botanist,
Dr. Ronald Melville of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, where he is in charge
of the Australian, New Zealand and Pacific collection of plants. He is in New
Zealand for six months on a senior research fellowship of the Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research, to make as wide as possible a collection of our
Native Plants and to discuss their taxonomy—classification and identification—
with N.Z. botanists. This is only the third collection in N.Z. for the Kew
Herbarium, the last occasion being Sir Arthur Hill's visit in 1927. The first
was that of the earliest botanists and explorers. Dr. Melville’s visit, then, is
one of great significance in New Zealand’s botanical history.

During his brief stay in Northland he collected 320 numbers, 5 in each set,
and reports that they all arrived back at the Botany Division, Lincoln, in good
order. This represents a tremendous amount of work, as each specimen must be
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